[Characteristics of chemical structure of analogs of the antimalarial drug chloridine (pyrimethamine), detetermining their teratogenic properties].
On an example of substituted 2,4-diaminopyrimidines containing at the 6th position hydrogen, alkyl radicals with a varying length of chains, ramified isoalkyl radicals and aromatic nuclei it is shown that the teratogenous activity is inherent only in some agents, being related to the chemical structure and conformation of the molecules. Accordingly, the principles of elective toxicity lying at the root of current chemotherapy may be extended also to teratology. From this it follows that there exists as a matter of principle the possibility of a purposeful synthesis of new medical compounds that would be devoid of teratogenous activity, but were endowed with valuable curative properties.